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This is why the United States should help the Araeripeople and the world to
understand that it is Iran that really rules Gazet the Palestinians. Gaza is an Iranian
base at Israel's southern border. This is why tmateédl States must bring into the light
that neither Iran nor Hamas has any vision for falestinians' future beyond that of
being pawns in their ideological war against Israélfeel sorry for the Palestinian

people. They have been kidnapped by Hamas.

The focus of my remarks tonight is what the Unidtes can do to help Israel and to
restart the moribund Middle East peace process.

As you may recall, President Clinton failed to nigje a peace deal between Yasir
Arafat and then Prime Minister Ehud Barak in 2008@vertheless, President Clinton
brought a sense of urgency to the Middle East ppameess.

In contrast, the Bush administration disengagethftbe Palestinian-Israel conflict as a
matter of policy, preferring to let the IsraelisdaRalestinians try to figure things out for
themselves.

Of course, this approach did not work, but the wargaq and Afghanistan consumed
the attention of the Bush administration, and thaegtinian-Israeli conflict was
unfortunately and unhelpfully relegated to a distback-burner. President Bush and
Secretary of State Condoleeeza Rice got involvég when the Middle East heated up,
but even then in only an episodic and half-heantayl.

Going forward, there is no question that the Unit&@tes must now urgently and
assertively re-engage with Israeli-Palestinian @ssuand persuade all the parties to
achieve, finally, a comprehensive peace agreement.

While Lebanon and Syria remain hostile to Israe, moderate Arab countries — Egypt,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and others — are finally @regh to accept Israel's existence in the
Middle East and to make peace with it. These maeekasab regimes do not suddenly
love Israel. They are realists and they recogriaélsrael is not going to disappear.

However, as Thomas Friedman observed in a recéminecoin the New York Times, the
Middle East conflict is no longer just about makpeace between Israel and the Arabs.
There is another powerful player in the regionn)ra non-Arab regime, is engaged in a



power-play to replace Egypt and Saudi Arabia asptiteary power in the Middle East,

the leader of the Arab world, and the defendehefRalestinians. Iran is working hard to
undermine the moderate Arab regimes and to proeokkwar between Islamists and

non-Islamists.

Thus it may sound very strange, but Egypt, Jordant, Saudi Arabia need Israel to
maintain their balance of power in the Middle Easta-vis Iran. And Israel needs the
moderate Arab states to counter Iran. Survival mddestrange bedfellows.

Our understanding of the new geo-political equati@fps us to comprehend more of
what is currently taking place in the Middle Ed$bw we at least understand why Israel
is being so ferocious in its attack on Hamas amdirig something of a blind eye toward
the loss of life among Palestinian civilians. Hargaa proxy for Iran. It is not Gaza that
is now on Israel’s southern border. It is Iran #mel missiles that Hamas is firing at Israel
are Iranian missiles.

International public opinion fails to take this faioto consideration, nor the sworn
objective of Iran and Hamas to destroy Israel, so@r later. Thus, Israel’'s strategic
objective is not just to destroy Hamas’ capacityntitict death and fear upon the Israeli
population. Its unstated strategic objective iséad a message to Iran: back off! Don’t
mess with us!

Our understanding of Iran’s bid to become the pngent power in the Middle East,
indeed a scary nuclear power, helps us to undefrsidrat the role of the United States
must be. We need to protect Israel and secureurtgval. We must pursue not just a
Palestinian-Israeli peace but a regional peacedsaivisrael and Syria and Lebanon and
the entire Arab world. We need to support the makdeArab states and increase their
number. We must drive a wedge between Iran and\tak world. Iran must find itself
without friends on the Arab street. This requidest tthe United States must also defend
Israel by saving it from its own natural instindts overreact militarily when its very
existence seems threatened.

Going forward, the United States must be prepapetetimes to say “no” to what Israel
wants. Sometimes Israel’'s government and peopde dur government and people - like
all governments and peoples - act out of fear argkl producing counterproductive
results. In such cases, what a best friend woujdwthat the United States must do, is to
help Israel to think through the issues more reallynand rationally, to help Israel to
recognize how and when its strategic goals can leé¢ diplomatically rather than
militarily.

| fear that Israel's escalation of airstrikes agtiGaza, and the huge increase in
Palestinian deaths, is rapidly eroding the legitynaextended by many in the
international community to Israel to defend itseghinst Hamas.



| fear that Israel’s successful strike against Haimalitary capability is enticing some of
Israel’'s leaders to press for even more ambitious dangerous goals, to push off
diplomacy, and to acquiesce to an unacceptablytoijamong Palestinian civilians.

As American Jews, we must understand that Israglis government is divided on how
much further to go. Privately, both Foreign Minrsieipi Livi and Defense Minister
Ehud Barak are now pushing for a ceasefire anchdnelsrael’s offensive.

This is why the United States should counsel Piutn@ster Ehud Olmert and the other
hardliners within Israel’s political establishmeatagree to a ceasefire, to take additional
steps to protect the lives of Palestinian non-cdariia, and to facilitate the delivery of
humanitarian relief to the Palestinian population.

This is why the United States should demand treah&b permanently stop its rocket fire
into Israel and demand that the international comitygunold Hamas morally accountable
for deliberately embedding its soldiers among @wn$ as human shields.

This is why Israel should now end its economic aiakd on the Palestinian people and
open its border crossings with Gaza to commerces iBhwhy the United States should
move the creation of a Palestinian state livingéace alongside a secure state of Israel
to the fast track.

This is why the United States should help the Aozari people and the world to

understand that it is Iran that really rules Gara, the Palestinians. Gaza is an Iranian
base at Israel's southern border. This is why thédd States must bring into the light

that neither Iran nor Hamas has any vision for Rladestinians’ future beyond that of

being pawns in their ideological war against Isrddkeel sorry for the Palestinian people.
They have been kidnapped by Hamas. Far from defgritie Palestinian cause, Hamas
and Iran are the greatest obstacle to peace ahe tealization of Palestinian aspirations
for a state of their own.

| have heard much concern and support from mendfefemple Sinai for Israel. Will
those of us who care deeply about Israel now taémslur words of support into concrete
deeds of support by coming with me on an 11-dgyttrilsrael on August 1-11? Nothing
on your part could be a more powerful and suppertiesture of solidarity with the
people of Israel.

It is my hope that the Egyptian-sponsored ceasédilles will quickly bear fruit. It is
rumored that Israel will time its agreement to asedire to coincide with President-elect
Obama’s inauguration. It is my hope that Presiddett Obama will usher in a new era
of rigorous Middle East diplomacy.

In the meantime, let us all pray for the peacecofisalem!

Shabbat Shalom.



