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Now is the time to see the world and its infinite needs. Thanksgiving calls upon us to
volunteer, even though we are busy. Thanksgiving calls upon us to give charity, even
though things are tight. And if we are lucky enough to possess wealth, Thanksgiving
summons us to share our wealth through philanthropic contributions.

Thanksgiving could not come at a better time. la thidst of the rapid change that
characterizes modern life, we welcome this anclidraalition. At this time of economic
anxiety, we welcome the joys of family and friendé,home and hearth. In an era of
uncertainty about the state of our country anddsta¢e of the world, we welcome the
calm, the peace, the comfort that Thanksgivingdsin

What do we celebrate when we celebrate Thanksghilig celebrate the important truth
that God has endowed humanity with God-like queitiThese Godly attributes include
our abilities to reason, to distinguish betweemtrignd wrong, to exercise free will, to
invent new medicines and new technologies, to dneemdreams.

Great responsibilities come with the God-like cafpes we possess. We are nothing less
than co-partners with God in the perfection of tteea Each and every one of us shares
in the responsibility to live up to our God-giveuaijties, to strive for moral perfection in
every day life. God wants us every human beingetmome the most morally concerned
and sensitive person you can possibly be.

What do we celebrate when we celebrate Thanksdgiviig celebrate the all important
truth that every human being possesses infinitetwoAs it is written in our American
Declaration of Independence, “We hold these trithbe self-evident, that all men are
created equal, endowed by their Creator with aetaialienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Every human being possesses the right to be tresiiddrespect, dignity, kindness,
compassion, and justice.

Every holy day is a window into the mind of God. @hanksgiving, God wants us to
grow in our capacity for appreciation and gratitu@ed wants us to count our blessings
and learn not to take so much for granted. God svastto share our blessings, to share
our good fortune with those who are less fortundBad wants us to experience one of
life’s greatest joys, which is helping others td gere joy out of theidives, helping
others to breathe a little easier in this world.

So Thanksgiving is all about wwing special acts of caring, compassion, gengraand
hospitality for the homeless, the poor, the sitle elderly. Thanksgiving offers us a
vision of family members doing incredibly lovingtador other family members — not



just on Thanksgiving Day, but every day. Thanksgivpresents a vision of strangers
doing incredibly loving acts for other strangerst just on Thanksgiving Day, but every
day.

The ideals of Thanksgiving are particularly impattdor us to hear right now. The
recession’s punishing effect on jobs and wageshased the number of Americans who
lack consistent access to adequate food to risgédas to 49 million people.

49 million!

One third of these human beings are in the categalied “very low food security,”
meaning a lack of money has forced them to skiplsneat portions, or otherwise forgo
food at some point. Also due to the recession, sighens and food pantries are really
hurting right now. Demand is up. Contributions a@wvn. According to the national
conference on citizenship, 72 percent of Americare devoting less time to
volunteerism and other civic activities.

Thanksgiving could not come at a better time. Tlsghkng opens our eyes that now is
not the time for us to turn inwards. Now is the tinee €is to turn outwards. Now is the
time to see the world and its infinite needs. Tisgnking calls upon us to volunteer, even
when we are busy. Thanksgiving calls upon us te givarity, even though things are
tight. And if we are lucky enough to possess wedlthanksgiving summons us to share
our wealth through philanthropic contributions.

Economic recession must never put on hold our Geelgesponsibility to make a better
world for all of justice, compassion, and peace.

Permit me to conclude with this final thought. GAmerican culture encourages us to
buy things: big homes, fancy cars, the newest releit toys. Of course, material
possessions are nice to have. But the problem possessions is, after a while, they
begin to own us. After a while, we start thinkirge tkey to happiness is making lots of
money and owning lots of stuff.

Thanksgiving reminds us of what we all too oftergfd. Possessions are not what makes
us happy. The most important things in life — lofresndship, and community — money
can never buy!

Every holy day is a window into the mind of God. @hanksgiving, God wants us to
understand what shelter reallyeans. Possessions do not protect us from thenstof
life. True shelter is found in loving relationshiggue shelter is found in belonging to a
caring community like your Temple Sinai.

What do we celebrate when we celebrate Thanksdgihilig celebrate the beautiful truth
that true shelter is to be found in God’s guidanture’s goodness, and each other’s
love.



